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Curricular	Unit	Sheet		
	
	

Degree	in	Law	
(2026/2027)	

	
	
1.	Curricular	Unit	Name:	

	
European	Union	Judicial	Review	

Optional	Curricular	Unit	(1st	Semester	-	4th		Year)	
	
Main	Topic:	Judicial	Review	in	the	European	Union	after	the	Conference	on	the	Future	of	Europe	and	the	protection	

of	Fundamental	Rights	and	the	Rule	of	Law	as	European	values		
	
	
2.	Complementary	Information:	
	
Duration:	Semester	☒					Annual	☐					
Work	hours:	168	
Credits	ECTS:	6	
	
	
3.	Responsible	Academic	staff	and	respective	workload	in	the	curricular	unit:	
Maria	José	Rangel	de	Mesquita	
	
4.	Other	academic	staff	and	respective	workloads	in	the	curricular	unit:	
Rui	Lanceiro	(1	class		–	2	hrs/week)	
Tiago	Antunes	(1	class	+	2	classes	in	English–	6	hrs/week)	
	
5.	Learning	outcomes	of	the	curricular	unit:	
	
Learning	outcomes	(juridical	knowledge):		
-	to	acquire	the	relevant	technical-juridical	key	concepts	which	are	essential	to	understand	the	judicial	system	of	the	
EU	 and	 its	 relationship	 with	 the	 relevant	 systems	 of	 international	 justice	 systems,	 including	 the	 matter	 of	 the	
protection	of	fundamental	rights	and	of	the	Rule	of	Law	as	values	of	the	European	Union;	
-	to	acquire	knowledge	on	the	juridical	nature	and	the	way	of	functioning	of	the	main	judicial	remedies	in	the	EU	legal	
Order.		
	
Learning	outcomes	(skills	and	competences):	
-	critical	analysis	of	EU	judicial	system	regarding	its	basic	structural	elements;	
-	critical	analysis	of	the	case	law	produced	by	this	system	as	well	as	of	its	contribute	to	the	development	of	the	EU	legal	
Order;	
-	 critical	 comprehension	of	 the	 relationship	between	 the	 judicial	 system	of	 the	EU	and	other	 international	 justice	
systems	in	which	the	EU	takes	part	(current	stage	and	further	development);		
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-	acquire	the	necessary	skills	to	be	able	to	use	each	of	EU	judicial	remedies	according	to	the	rights	involved	and	also	
in	relation	with	other	international	regional	judicial	systems.	

	
6.	Syllabus:	

	
Main	Topic:	Judicial	Review	in	the	European	Union	after	the	Conference	on	the	Future	of	Europe	and	the	protection	

of	Fundamental	Rights	and	the	Rule	of	Law	as	European	values		

1.	Judicial	review	in	the	European	Union	(EU)	in	the	light	of	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon	and	after	the	Conference	on	the	Future	
of	Europe.	

2.	Legal	bases	of	the	judicial	review	in	the	EU.	

3.	The	Court	of	Justice	of	the	EU	(CJEU)	after	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon	and	the	last	reform	of	the	judicial	architecture:	main	
features.	

4.	The	ratione	materiae	competence	of	the	CJEU	and	the	areas	included	in	the	EU	competences.	

5.	Remedies	before	the	CJEU.	5.1	Presentation	and	main	features.	5.2	General	remarks.	

6.	The	division	of	competence	between	the	EU	Courts.	6.1	Relevant	criteria.	6.2	Hierarchy	and	appeal	within	EU	Courts.	
6.3	Especially,	the	division	of	competence	between	the	Court	of	Justice	and	the	General	Court	regarding	preliminary	
rulings.	

7.	Procedure	in	the	CJEU.	7.1	General	features:	written	and	oral	phases.	7.2	Expedited	and	urgent	procedure.	

8.	 	Remedies	 (main	and	 incidental)	before	 the	CJEU:	 legal	nature,	purpose,	 legitimacy	and	effects.	8.1	Preliminary	
rulings.	8.2.	Legality	review.	8.2.1	Action	for	annulment.	8.2.2.	Action	for	failure	to	act.	8.2.3	Exception	of	illegality.	8.3	
Pleine	jurisdiction.	8.3.1	Action	for	infringement.	8.3.2	Action	for	damages	caused	by	the	European	Union.	8.4		Judicial	
review	 of	 sanctions.	 8.5	 Interim	measures.	 8.5.1	 Interim	measures	 adopted	 by	 the	 CJEU.	 8.5.2	 Interim	measures	
adopted	by	national	courts.	8.6	Differentiated	regimes	of	main	remedies.	

9.	The	relationship	between	the	judicial	review	in	the	EU	and	national	legal	orders:	main	features.					

10.	Judicial	review	in	the	EU	and	the	Portuguese	Legal	Order.	

11.	Judicial	review	in	the	EU	and	international	and	regional	justice.	11.1	Universal	international	justice:	brief	remarks.	
11.2.	International	regional	justice:	the	accession	of	the	European	Union	to	the	European	Convention	of	Human	Rights	
in	the	light	of	the	Draft	Accession	Treaty	(2023)	and	judicial	review	in	the	European	Union.	

12.	The	promotion	of	the	role	of	Fundamental	Rights	and	of	the	Rule	of	Law	as	Values	of	the	European	Union	through	
judicial	review	in	the	EU	and	its	relationship	with	national	and	international	regional	litigation:	the	relevant	case	law	
of	the	CJEU	and	its	evolution. 
	
	7.	Demonstration	of	the	syllabus	coherence	with	the	curricular	unit’s	objectives:	
	
The	syllabus	includes	a	complete	approach	of	the	main	aspects	of	the	judicial	system	of	the	EU	and			its	relationship	
with	contemporary	systems	of	international	justice	in	a	triple	perspective:	its	main	features	(material	and	procedural	
rules),	 each	 judicial	 remedy	 and	 its	 relationship	 with	 national	 legal	 orders	 and	 transnational	 judicial	 systems	
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(universal	and	regional)	both	 in	 its	material	and	procedure	features.	Such	approach	allows	the	knowledge	of	such	
system	at	present	and	the	future	perspectives	in	terms	of	multilevel	judicial	systems. 
	
	
8.	Teaching	methodologies:	
	
Teaching	methodologies	are	based	in	three	elements:	a	theoretical	introduction	to	each	subject	of	the	syllabus	through	
the	use	of	the	expositive	method	and	the	identification	of	the	main	problematic	juridical	issues;	the	critical	analysis	of	
the	relevant	case	law;	the	drafting	of	a	procedural	piece	and	the	solution	of	cases	within	a	judicial	remedy	and	other	
assignments	–	according	to	previous	 identification	of	the	topics	to	be	analysed	and	of	the	relevant	documents	and	
doctrine	for	previous	preparation	by	the	students	(the	Moodle	Platform	will	be	used	for	this	purpose).	

Teaching	methodology	will	include	pedagogical	methodologies	of	active	learning.	

	
9.	Evaluation:	
	Methodology	of	evaluation:	special	method	of	evaluation	as	foreseen	in	Article	23,	1	e	2,	of	the	Evaluation	Regulation	
(Degree	in	Law).	
	
The	special	evaluation	methodology	is	based	in	three	elements:	i)	a	practical	element	(v.g.	critical	analysis	of	case	law	
and	legal	texts;	procedural	pieces;	solving	practical	cases;	or	other	assignments	such	as	short	presentation	on	a	specific	
topic	as	requested	by	the	professor,	as	well	as	attendance	to	class):	50%;	ii)	solving	a	common	case	in	class	(plenary	
or	practical	class)	for	the	whole	course:	30%;	iii)	a	short	written	critical	commentary	of	a	CJEU	decision	related	to	
judicial	review	on	fundamental	rights	and	the	Rule	of	Law	(according	to	the	topic	addressed	in	plenary	class):	20%.	
	
Approval	in	the	curricular	unit:	10/20	or	more	(	according	to	the	two	above	mentioned	elements).	
	
This	methodology	of	evaluation	is	also	applicable	to	Erasmus	Students.	
	
10.	Demonstration	of	the	coherence	between	the	teaching	methodologies	and	the	learning	outcomes:	
	
The	theorical	introduction	and	identification	of	the	juridical	issues	allows	the	acquisition	of	the	key	juridical	concepts	
regarding	the	judicial	system	of	the	EU	as	well	of	the	key	knowledge	on	the	nature	and	modus	operandi	of	each	of	its	
judicial	remedies	as	well	and	its	relationship	with	other	international	justice	systems.	
The	critical	analysis	of	the	case	law	and	the	drafting	of	a	procedural	piece	and	the	solving	of	cases	allows,	in	particular,	
the	comprehension	of	the	system	in	practice,	aiming	at	its	use	when	facing	a	concrete	dispute	–	identifying	the	relevant	
judicial	remedies	that	may	be	used	and	how	they	relate	with	the	national	and	transnational	levels.	
	
	
11.	Main	Bibliography:	
In	Portuguese	language:	

M.	J.	RANGEL	DE	MESQUITA,	Introdução	ao	Contencioso	da	União	Europeia.	Lições,	4.ª	ed.,	Almedina,	2022		

FAUSTO	DE	QUADROS/A.	GUERRA	MARTINS,	Contencioso	da	União	Europeia,	2.ª	ed.	(reimpr.),	Almedina,	2009	

M.	L.	DUARTE,	Direito	do	Contencioso	da	União	Europeia,	AAFDL,	2017	

M.	 J.	RANGEL	DE	MESQUITA,	 Justiça	 Internacional.	Lições.	Parte	 II	–	 Justiça	 Internacional	Regional,	 Justiça	Especial.	
Justiça	Regional	especializada	em	matéria	de	Direitos	Humanos.	Introdução.	Europa,	AAFDL,	2020	(Capítulo	I,	§	2,	2.3,	
Capítulo	II,	§	9);	A	União	Europeia	após	o	Tratado	de	Lisboa,	Almedina,	2010	(II,	§	9	e	§	10);	A	Actuação	Externa	da	
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União	Europeia	depois	do	Tratado	de	Lisboa,	Almedina,	2011	(§	10,	10.1.5.	e	§	24);	O	sistema	jurisdicional	após	o	Tratado	
de	Lisboa,	in	AAVV,	O	Tratado	de	Lisboa,	Almedina,	2012,	pp.	71-94;	O	Regime	da	Responsabilidade	Civil	Extracontratual	
do	 Estado	 e	 demais	 Entidades	 Públicas	 e	 o	 Direito	 da	 União	 Europeia,	 Almedina,	 2009;	Direito	 da	 União	 Europeia.	
Integração,	soberania	e	cidadania:	Confrontos,	Lisboa,	AAFDL,	2025	

ANA	ISABEL	SOARES	PINTO,	MARIA	JOSÉ	RANGEL	DE	MESQUITA,	RUI	LANCEIRO	e	CEJ	(Coord.	científica),	Promoção	
dos	Direitos	Fundamentais	 e	do	Estado	de	Direito	 enquanto	valores	 europeus	na	 litigância	Nacional	 e	 Internacional,	
Lisboa,	AAFDL,	2025.	

TERESA	NUNES,	ANA	ISABEL	SOARES	PINTO,	MARIA	JOSÉ	RANGEL	DE	MESQUITA	e	RUI	LANCEIRO	(Coord.	científica),	
Direitos	Fundamentais	e	Estado	de	Direito	enquanto	valores	europeus	após	a	Conferência	 sobre	o	Futuro	da	Europa,	
Lisboa,	AAFDL,	2025.	

DGPJ,	TERESA	NUNES,	ANA	ISABEL	SOARES	PINTO,	MARIA	JOSÉ	RANGEL	DE	MESQUITA	e	RUI	LANCEIRO	A	promoção	
dos	Direitos	Fundamentais	e	do	Estado	de	Direito	enquanto	valores	europeus	nas	políticas	públicas,	Lisboa,	AAFDL,	2025	

In	other	languages:	

KOEN	LENAERTS,	KATHLEEN	GUTMAN	e	 JANEK	TOMASZ	NOWAK,	EU	Procedural	Law,	2.ª	 ed.,	Oxford,	University	
Press,	2023	

J.-L.	 SAURON/A.	 GRASSO,	Droit	 procédural	 européen.	 Procédures	 devant	 la	 Cour	 de	 Justice,	 le	 Tribunal	 et	 la	 Cour	
européenne	des	Droits	de	l’homme,	Legitech,	2021	

Cases	and	materials		
	
Maria	José	Rangel	de	Mesquita	(colaboração	de	Ana	Isabel	Soares	Pinto,	Rui	Tavares	lanceiro,	Cristina	Sousa	Machado,	
Gustavo	de	Almeida	Neves,	Miguel	Arnaud	de	Oliveira,	Miguel	Mota	Delgado	e	Tiago	Serrão),	Contencioso	da	União	
Europeia.	Exercícios	Práticos	e	Elementos	de	Estudo,	Lisboa,	AAFDL,	2025	

	
12.	Remarks:	
	
Main	Topic:	Judicial	Review	in	the	European	Union	after	the	Conference	on	the	Future	of	Europe	and	the	protection	

of	Fundamental	Rights	and	the	Rule	of	Law	as	European	values		
	
The	teaching	activity	will	be	part	of	the	teaching	and	research	activities	of	the	Jean	Monnet	“Fundamental	Rights	and	
Rule	of	Law	as	European	Values	in	a	Global	World	after	the	Conference	on	the	Future	of	Europe”	-	(2022-2025,	Key	Topic	
1	-	Fundamental	Rights	and	Rule	of	Law	as	EU	values:	evolving	legal	and	jurisprudential	framework	in	the	EU	and	beyond	
the	recovery	in	response	to	the	Covid-19	crisis	and	the	Convention	on	the	Future	of	Europe	and	Key	Topic	3	–	Promoting	
the	 role	 of	 Fundamental	 Rights	 and	 the	 Rule	 of	 law	 as	 EU	 values	 in	 national	 and	 international	 regional	 litigation	
[especially	Items	11	and	12	of	the	Syllabus]).	
	
Consult	the	webpage	of	the	Jean	Monnet	Module	at	the	website	of	the	Faculty	of	Law	of	the	University	of	Lisbon.	
	
Plan	of	Practical		Classes		and	other	materials:	consult	the	webpage	of	the	curricular	unit	at	the	Moodle	Platform	(at	
the	beginning	of	the	1st	Semester).	
	
	


