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Syllabus 
The Territorial Sovereignty 

of the European Union 
 

Contact  

Nom, prénom : BRUNET Sylvia, Professor of Public Law 

University of Rouen Normandie, France 

Adresse mail sylvia.brunet@univ-rouen.fr  

  

Informations générales  

Nom du cours :  The Territorial Sovereignty of the European Union 

Année 

universitaire : 

2026 

Nom du 
responsable 
matière :  

BRUNET Sylvia 

Découpage (CM / 

TD / TP) 

10 h CM 

Langue de 

l’enseignement 

English 

Descriptif du cours 

Prérequis :  Students should be able to understand and to speak English. 
 Students should (if possible) have studied EU Law before. 

Résumé:   - We will first underline the different forms of States, then outline 
what is a confederation of States prior to analysing what is a federal 
State. Lastly, it will be necessary to see that, in particular regarding 
the EU, the classical dichotomy between confederation and 
federation may be put into perspective or even avoided: the EU is a 
kind of specific “federal” non-state legal person, but in a broad sense 
and without full and complete sovereignty. 
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- There is another concept linked with the concept of sovereignty, 
the concept of “territory”, that shall be in particular put into 
perspective regarding the EU, which is acting throughout variable-
geometry spaces (the Eurozone, the Schengen Area, the “European 
Political Community” …), within and even sometimes outside the 
European continent. 
 

Objectif(s) : The aim is to gain a better understanding of some legal categories 
applied to the example of the EU. 

Compétences et 
apprentissages 
visés :  

 A better understanding of some legal categories applied to the 
example of the EU. 

 Learn more about the vocabulary of European law. 
  
 

Intitulé Durée Objectifs Contenu 

et 

déroulé 

  

1. Introduction of the 
course 

2 h The aim is to 
understand 
the overall 
logic of the 
course. 

Lecture  
 
 

 

2. Federation and 
Confederation, a 
distinction to put into 
perspective 

2 h We will first 
underline the 
different forms 
of States, then 
outline what is 
a 
confederation 
of States prior 
to analysing 
what is a 
federal State. 
Lastly, it will 
be necessary 
to see that, in 
particular 
regarding the 
EU, the 
classical 
dichotomy 
between 
confederation 
and federation 
may be put 

Lecture 
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into 
perspective. 

3. The concepts of 
Territory/Territoriality 
applied to the EU 

5 h We will take 
some 
examples (the 
Eurozone, the 
Schengen 
Area, the 
“European 
Political 
Community”…) 
to show that 
the EU is 
acting 
throughout 
variable-
geometry 
spaces, within 
and even 
sometimes 
outside the 
European 
continent 

Lecture   

4. Bilateral Relations 
within the EU 

1h To conclude, 
we will shortly 
speak about 
the Franco-
German 
Treaties of 
1963 and 
2019, the 
Franco-Italian 
Quirinale 
Treaty of 2021 
and the 
Franco-
Spanish 
Barcelona 
Treaty of 
2023. 
 

- Lecture 
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