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Curricular Unit Sheet  
 

Course _______________________ 
 
 
 

1. Curricular Unit Name: 
(maximun 1000 characters)  

 
2. Complementary Information: 

 
Duration: Semester x     Annual ☐     
Work hours: 2h (TB) 
Credits ECTS: _________ 
 

 
3. Responsible Academic staff and respective workload in the curricular unit: 

Vasco Becker-Weinberg 
 
4. Other academic staff and respective workloads in the curricular unit: 

N/A 
 
5. Learning outcomes of the curricular unit: 

Understanding of the concept and dynamics of diplomatic and consular relations, as well as of the main international 
legal instruments and of the most relevant international jurisprudence. 

 
6. Syllabus: 

I - Introduction 
1. International community, international relations and diplomacy 
2. State sovereignty, right of legation and mutual consent 
3. Notion and nature of Diplomatic and Consular Law 
4. The historical evolution of Diplomatic and Consular Law 
5. The sources of Diplomatic and Consular Law 
6. The establishment of diplomatic and consular relations 
7. Modifications of diplomatic and consular relations 
II - The Permanent Diplomatic Mission 
1. General notion 
2. The functions of permanent diplomatic missions 
3. Establishment, modifications and withdrawal of permanent diplomatic missions 
4. The status of the permanent diplomatic mission 
5. The status of the property, means of transport and archives of the permanent diplomatic mission 
6. The status of the media of the permanent diplomatic mission 
7. Commencement and termination of duties of the Head of Mission and other Members 
8. The Staff Regulations of the Permanent Diplomatic Mission 
III - The Consular Post 
1. General notion 
2. Consular functions: general aspects 
3. Consular functions: consular protection and assistance 
4. Consular functions: administrative functions 
5. Consular functions: political functions and others 
6. Establishment, transformation and closure of consular posts 
7. The status of consular facilities 
8. The status of the goods, means of transport and archives of the consular post 
9. The status of the means of communication of the consular post 
10. Beginning and end of the duties of the head of the consular post and of other members 
11. The status of members of the consular post 

 



 

Cidade Universitária, Alameda da Universidade, 1649-014 Lisboa – Portugal  
Tel. + (351) 217 984 600 – Fax. + (351) 217 984 603 – www.fd.ul.pt 

 7. Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular unit’s objectives: 
Debate in classroom and solving practical cases. 

 
8. Teaching methodologies (including evaluation): 

Classes are theoretical-practical, alternating the exposition of the subject with dialogue with students on practical 
aspects, analysis of the most relevant international legal instruments and international jurisprudence. 

 
9. Evaluation: 

Test  
 
10: Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes: 

Exposition of the subject provides students with the necessary bases for the development of their skills through 
practical exercises that enable a critical analysis of the concepts and international legal institutes of diplomatic and 
consular relations. 

 
11: Main Bibliography: 

(JAIME VALLE, Direito Diplomático e Consular, vol. I, 3.a ed., Lisboa, AAFDL, 2023 
MARGARIDA SALEMA D’OLIVEIRA MARTINS, Direito Diplomático e Consular, Lisboa, 2011 
WLADIMIR DE BRITO, Direito Consular, Coimbra, 2004 
WLADIMIR DE BRITO, Direito Diplomático, Lisboa, 2007 
JOSÉ CALVET DE MAGALHÃES, Manual Diplomático - Direito Diplomático - Prática Diplomática, 4a edição, 
Lisboa, 2001 
JOAQUIM DA SILVA CUNHA, Direito Internacional Público - Relações Internacionais (Aspectos fundamentais 
do seu regime jurídico), Lisboa, 1990 
NGUYEN QUOC DINH ET AL, Droit International Public, 8.a ed., Paris, 2009 (existe tradução portuguesa de 
edição anterior) 
IAN BROWNLIE, Principles of Public International Law, 6.a ed., Oxford, 2003 (existe tradução portuguesa 
de edição anterior) 
EDUARDO VILARIÑO PINTOS, Curso de Derecho Diplomático y Consular, 4.a ed., Madrid, 2011 
EILEEN DENZA, Diplomatic Law, 4.a ed., Oxford, 2016 
ANNA MARIA SMOLINSKA ET AL, Droit International des Relations Diplomatiques et Consulaires, Bruxelas, 
2015 
PHILIPPE CAHIER, Le Droit Diplomatique Contemporain, 2.a ed., Genebra, 1964 

 
12: Remarks: 

N/A 
 
 
 
NOTE: this map can be filled in as many times as necessary to describe the different curricular units. 
 


