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History of International Relations 
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Prof. Doutor Pedro Caridade de Freitas  
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Learning outcomes of the curricular unit  

The History of International Relations subject has the aim to provide a historical introduction to Law and the 
political concepts on international relations, especially in Modern and Contemporary Ages. The evolution of the 
relations among the States from the 17th century until current times will be studied. 

 
Syllabus 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MODERN WORLD  
§1.º Peace of Westphalia – political, legal and international consequences. 
§ 1.º The State and Sovereignty 
§ 2.º International relations Law  
 
FROM THE VIENNA CONGRESS TO THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS  
§ 1.º The Confress of Vienna – transformations of the international society  
§ 2.º The Holy Alliance. 
§ 3.º The European Concert. Monroe Doctrine 
§ 4.º The conference system. 
§ 5.º The concept of Nation and the principle of nationalities. 
§ 6.ºThe nationalist movements of the 19th century. 
§ 7.º The war 
 
OUR TIME 
§ 1.º Globalization and its price 
a) The globalization of the human rights. The declarations of rights and the systems and supervision organizations, 
at the world and regional levels.  
c) Terrorism and organized crime issues. International networks and their operating methods. Globalization of 
criminal law  
d) the emerging States  
e) the migrants 
§ 2.º The lessons from history  

 
 
 Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular unit’s objectives. 

The program organizes the evolution of International Relations from the emergence of the Modern State up to 
the present day, for which the following topics shall be studied: the State and sovereignty; international relations 
theory; international relations law; and peace and war. The program deals with present times, therefore it will 
cover current international organizations and the challenges the latter have to face, namely the defence of 
Human Rights, terrorism and globalization. 

 
Teaching methodologies (including evaluation) 
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METHODOLOGY: Theoretical-practical classes: presentation of the topic by the teacher, followed by discussion 
by the students. Throughout the classes, there will be presentations and debates on current topics, but with 
historical origins. 

AASESSMENT: Students are assessed through active participation in class and the writing of a paper. 
Participation accounts for 50% of the grade and the paper accounts for the other 50%. 

 
Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes 

The main elements of the subject are provided. Through them the student gets the information table which he 
can further study later on by means of reading and looking for further information with other sources. The 
learning processes closer to each student are promoted in practical classes, giving them the opportunity of 
choosing those they deem most motivating and enticing. 
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