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Course Unit Description 

MASTER'S DEGREE IN LAW AND LEGAL PRACTICE 
Forensic Legal Sciences 2025-2026 

 
Curricular Unit 

Constitutional Justice - Class B 

 
Course Coordinator 

RAQUEL Alexandra de Jesus Gil Martins BRÍZIDA CASTRO 

 
Learning Objectives 

To equip students with the theoretical and practical knowledge of Constitutional Justice, enabling them 
to handle the increasingly complex and challenging legal-constitutional issues relevant to forensic 
activity. 

Beyond the necessary focus on the current and traditional basic structure and concepts of constitutional 
litigation, this program highlights the theme of Constitutional Justice in the Age of Artificial Intelligence. 
This considers the impacts of new EU Technological and Digital Regulation on the future of EU 
Constitutional Justice and the transformation of EU Constitutional Courts. 

Constitutional Justice and the procedural means of safeguarding Constitutions must adapt to the digital 
reality and the disruptive challenges of AI, with the goal of building a Democratic, Social, and Digital 
Rule of Law. This means its structuring principles—legality, separation of powers, protection of 
fundamental rights, transparency, accountability, and judicial control—must be fully applied and 
guaranteed in cyberspace and in the era of advanced technologies like Artificial Intelligence and 
quantum technologies. 

 
Syllabus Content 

PART I – The Constitutional Revolution of Artificial Intelligence 

1. Technological and Digital Pluri-Normativism and Global Regulatory Administration 

2. Impact of AI on Fundamental Rights: Traditional AI systems, general-purpose AI models, 

and AI agents 

3. AI Regulation and the Democratic, Social, and Digital Rule of Law: Rule of Law or Rule of 

Algorithm? 

4. New Fundamental AI Rights and Their Effective Judicial Protection 
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PART II - The Constitutional Problem of the New EU Technological and Digital 

Constitution 

5. The New EU Technological and Digital Constitution 

6. The Legal-Constitutional Problem of the Primacy of EU Law 

7. Multi-level Constitutionalism, the CJEU, and the ECHR 

8. Ethics and Law in AI Regulation 

9. New Paths for Constitutional Justice 

 

PART III - The Portuguese System for Reviewing Constitutionality and Constitutional 

Litigation 

1. The System of Normative Acts in the Portuguese Legal-Constitutional Order 

2. Abstract Review of Constitutionality in the Current Legal-Constitutional Order 

3. Concrete Review of Constitutionality in the Current Legal-Constitutional Order 

4. Normative Omissions Harmful to Fundamental Rights 

5. Inadequacy of Current Procedural Means for Judicial Protection of Fundamental Rights 

 

 

 
Coherence Between Course Content and Learning Objectives 

The course content of this Course Unit is consistent with its pedagogical objectives, favoring a 

theoretical-practical approach to Constitutional Justice. 

 
Teaching Methodologies (Including Assessment) 

This Course Unit will employ the following teaching and learning methodologies: 
 
Theoretical Classes: These will involve a theoretical and problem-based presentation of the course 
content, designed to stimulate students' critical thinking. 
 
Practical Classes: These sessions will focus on discussion and resolution of practical cases, along with 
the analysis of court rulings (Acórdãos). 
 
Assessment 
Assessment will proceed as follows: 
 
Class Participation, Oral Presentation, and Discussion of Jurisprudence in Class – 15% 
 
Written Final Test at the end of the semester – 35% 
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Written Exam – 50% 
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