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LEARNING OUTCOMES: This course aims at offering an overview and thorough 

analysis of the basics of International Humanitarian Law (IHL). Acquire key concepts 

which are essential to understand IHL: principles of IHL and their relevance in 

contemporary armed conflicts, the core sources of IHL (the Geneva Conventions and their 

Additional Protocols), the distinction between international and non-international armed 

conflicts, the rules protecting persons and regulating the conduct of hostilities and the 

general and specific mechanisms to ensure respect and to sanction violations of IHL. By 

the end of this course students will develop the ability to analyze IHL implementation. 

 

 
SYLLABUS 

LECTURE 1: International Humanitarian Law: concept and main sources. (25/09/2023: 

11h00-13h00) 

LECTURE 2: Protected persons. (26/09/2023: 11h00-13h00) 

LECTURE 3: Protected persons. Conduct of hostilities. (27/09/2023: 11h00-13h00) 

LECTURE 4: Implementation of International Humanitarian Law. (28/09/2023: 16h00- 

18h00) 

LECTURE 5: Implementation of International Humanitarian Law. (29/09/2023: 11h00-

13h00) 

 
EVALUATION: continuous assessment + paper on topics related to the course
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ELETRONIC DOCUMENTATION: 

 
The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols (Full texts, commentaries and 

State parties): https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva- 

conventions 

Customary IHL Database: https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/home 
 

International Committee of the Red Cross: https://www.icrc.org/en 
 

International Institute of Humanitarian Law: http://iihl.org 
 

International Review of the Red Cross: https://www.icrc.org/en/international-review 
 

Office of the High Commissioner United Nations Human Rights, International legal 

protection of Human Rights in armed conflict, 2011: 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR_in_armed_conflict.pdf 
 

Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law: 

https://www.asser.nl/asserpress/books/?rId=13942 
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