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Course syllabus

Class 1

Introduction: Differences of national private laws in Europe / legal families /
Common Law — Civil Law; the problems of diverging legal rules within the EU

Class 2

Approximation of Private Law:
Competences of the EU in general; competences executed; instruments of EU-law

Class 3

Traditional European Contract Law — Harmonization by directives;

Example: Unfair Contract Terms Directive 93/13/EEC / Consumer Sales Directive; Revival:

Two proposals for Directives on Contracts for Online and other Distance Sales of Goods and Contracts
for the Supply of Digital Content (COM(2015) 635 of 9.12.2015)

Class 4

A new Strategy: Development, format and functions of the (Draft) Common Frame of
Reference/DCFR; Structure and contents of the DCFR; the four Principles and the General Part of the
DCFR

Class 5

Unified EU Principles on Contracts and Tort: DCFR Book IV.A “Sales” / Proposal of Common
European Sales Law (CESL); Principles of European Tort Law (PETL) vs. DCFR Book VI
“Noncontractual liability arising out of damage caused to another
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