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Course Description 

This intensive course introduces fundamental principles of common law tort, examining the 

development of tort law and its role in society, basic classification of common law torts, the elements 

of various torts, defences to liability in tort and remedies available under tort law. Students will 

extract principles of tort from case law and legislation and will apply these principles to fact 

situations. As tort law is largely case law based, it provides an excellent example of how the common 

law system develops and works in practice and students in this course will be required to use 

different methods of legal reasoning. Students will also be introduced to differences between English 

and US tort law.  

Teaching Method 

This course will be a mixture of lecture, discussion and experiential learning. Students will participate 

very actively in class. 

Grading Criteria 

There will be a closed-book final exam, which will take place after the intensive course. The exam will 

be based on material done in class or set as homework.   

 Course Outline (Tentative) 

30/03/2020 – Development of tort law – its overlap with other areas of law and its role in society. 

Classification of torts. 

31/03/2020 and 01/04/2020 –Introduction to negligence, elements of negligence and analysis of 

recent cases 

02/04/2020 – Defences to negligence 

03/04/2020 - Remedies and features of responsibility in tort law 

Contact 

Email: elizabeth.oleary@jura.uni-augsburg.de 

 

 

 


