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Curricular unit sheet  

 
Course Law graduation 2021/2022 

 
Curricular unit 
International Human Rights Law  
 
Responsible Academic staff and respective workload in the curricular unit (enter full name) 
Prof. Rui Guerra da Fonseca (PhD) (2 hrs./week) 
 
Other academic staff and respective workloads in the curricular unit   
---------------------- 
 
Learning outcomes of the curricular unit  

 To know the international system of protection of human rights and its relevance. 
 To differentiate systems of protection. 
 To know the relation between national and international systems of protection (in particular, national and 

supranational courts of law). 
 The jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights. 
 Specific areas of contact between international human rights law and other areas, namely, human rights & 

business and human rights and the law of the sea. 
 
Syllabus 

I. The foundations of IHRL: history, philosophical, political and legal perspectives; sources. 
II. The legal framework of IHRL (principles and various human rights). 
III. The human rights’ protection systems. 
IV. Human rights and business. 
V. Human rights and the law of the sea. 

 
 Demonstration of the syllabus coherence with the curricular unit’s objectives. 
Syllabus intends to allow students to acquire the objectives in an integrated and progressive way. 
 
Teaching methodologies (including evaluation) 
Methodology consists in traditional and practical classes, promoting students’ participation and critic approach, 
connecting the academic orientation to real life situations. Evaluation: final paper. 
 
Demonstration of the coherence between the teaching methodologies and the learning outcomes 
Methodology (including evaluation) seeks the application of theoretical models, and the demonstration of their 
acquisition in practical contexts, considering their level of relevance, and the inclusion of the course in law graduation 
curriculum.  
 
Main Bibliography 

 
Basic & general 

 Fonseca, Rui Guerra, “Global Constitutionalism And Social Rights: A Few Notes On Human Rights In The Quest 
For A Substantive Rule Of Law”, in Contemporary Issues of Human Rights Protection in International and 
National Settings (Ljubljana – Augsburg 2nd Conference on Contemporary Issues of International Law), coord. 
Vasilka Sancin / Stefan Lorenzmeier, Nomos Verlag, 2017, pp. 229-243. 

 Moeckli, Daniel / Shah, Sangeeta  / Sivakumaran, Sandesh /Harris, David, International Human Rights Law, 3.ª 
ed., Oxford University Press, 2018. 
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 Sudre, Frédéric, Droit européen et international des droits de l’homme, 13.ª ed., PUF, Paris, 2016. 
 Zanghì, Claudio, La protezione internazionale dei diritti dell’uomo, 3.ª ed., G Giappichelli Editore, 2013. 
 Shelton, Dinah L., Advanced Introduction to International Human Rights Law, Edward Elgar, 2014. 

 
Other 

 Alston, Philip / Goodman, Ryan, International Human Rights, 2.ª ed., Oxford University Press, 2012. 
 Baderin, Mashood A. / Ssenyonjo, Manisuli (eds.), International Human Rights Law — Six Decades after the 

UDHR and Beyond, Ashgate, 2010. 
 Bantekas, Ilias / Oette, Lutz, International Human Rights - Law and practice, Oxford University Press, 2016. 
 Bossuyt,  Marc, International Human Rights Protection, Intersentia, 2016. 
 Buergenthal, Thomas / Shelton, Dinah / Stewart, David / Vazquez, Carlos International Human Rights in a 

Nutshell, 5.ª ed., West Academic Publishing, 2017. 
 Cassese, Antonio, International Law, 2.ª ed., Oxford University Press, 2005. 
 Clapham, Andrew, Human Rights: A Very Short Introduction, 2.ª ed., Oxford University Press, 2016. 
 Dijk, Pieter Van / Hoof, Fried van / Rijn, Arjen van /Zwaak, Leo, Theory and Practice of the European 

Convention on Human Rights, 5.ª ed., 2017. 
 Donnelly, Jack, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice, 3.ª ed., Cornell University Press, 2013. 
 Donnelly, Jack / Whelan, Daniel J., International Human Rights (Dilemmas in World Politics), 5.ª ed., Routledge, 

2017. 
 Franch, Valentín Bou / Daudí, Mireya Castillo, Derecho Internacional de los derechos humanos y Derecho 

internacional humanitario, Tirant lo Blanch, 2014. 
 Headly, John M., The Europeanization of the World: On the Origins of Human Rights and Democracy, Princeton 

University Press, 2016. 
 Henkin, Louis / Cleveland, Sarah / Helfer, Laurence / Neuman, Gerald / Orentlicher, Diane, Human Rights, 2.ª 

ed., Foundation Press, 2009. 
 Hillebrecht, Courtney, Domestic Politics and International Human Rights Tribunals — The Problem of 

Compliance, Cambridge University Press, 2014.  
 Joseph, Sarah / McBeth, Adam (eds.), Research handbook on international human rights law, Edward Elgar 

Publ., 2010. 
 Kalin, Walter / Künzli, Jörg, The Law of International Human Rights Protection, Oxford University Press, 2010.  
 Kanetake, Machiko / Nollkaemper, André (Eds.), The Rule of Law at the National and International Levels, Hart 

Publishing, 2016. 
 Leach, Philip, Taking a Case to the European Court of Human Rights, 4.ª ed., Oxford University Press, 2017. 
 Loucaides, Loukis G., The European Convention on Human Rights — Collected Essays, Martinus Nijhoff, 2007. 
 Nollkaemper, André, National Courts and the International Rule of Law, Oxford University Press, 2011. 
 Randazzo, Barbara, Giustizia Costituzionale Sovranazionale — La Corte Europea dei Diritti Dell’Uomo, Giuffrè 

Editore, 2012. 
 Schutter, Olivier de, International Human Rights Law, 2.ª ed., Cambdridge University Press, 2014. 
 Shaw, Malcolm, International Law, 7.ª ed., Cambridge University Press, 2014. 
 Shelton, Dinah, Remedies in International Human Rights Law, 3.ª ed., Oxford University Press, 2015. 
 _________, The Oxford Handbook of International Human Rights Law, Oxford University Press, 2013. 
 _________, Regional Protection of Human Rights, Oxford University Press, 2010. 
 Smith, Rhona K. M., Textbook on International Human Rights, 7.ª ed., Oxford University Press, 2015. 
 Tomuschat, Christian, Human Rights - Between Idealism and Realism, 2.ª ed., Oxford University Press, 2008. 
 Trindade, António Augusto Cançado, The Access of Individuals to International Justice, Oxford University Press, 

2010. 
 Varuhas, Jason N.E., Damages and Human Rights, Hart Publ., 2016. 
 Villán Durán, Carlos / Faleh Pérez, Carmelo, Manual de Derecho internacional de los Derechos Humanos, Ubijus 

Ed., Mexico, 2016. 
 Weiss, Norman / Thouvenin, Jean-Marc (eds.), The Influence of Human Rights on International Law, Springer, 

2015. 
 
 
Other thematic references will be provided in class. 
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NOTE: this map can be filled in as many times as necessary to describe the different curricular units. 
 


