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Teaching objectives (knowledge, skills and competences to be developed by students)

- developing knowledge on the object, fundamental principles, and specificity of environmental law as a legal field

- understanding the structure of environmental law and the set of legal instruments at hand

- performing a critical analysis of the key implementation problems and areas of uncertainty and normative conflict,
with a focus on climate change

- critical reasoning, oral and written expression, collaborative skills

Contents

Environmental law: object, origins, and structure

Environmental law as a legal field: a common, global, and intergenerational legal object; multilevel and diverse
in sources and subjects; multidisciplinary and transversality

International environmental law

3.1. Subjects and actors: State, international organizations, NGO, multinational corporations, individuals,
epistemic communities, and international lawyers

3.2. The United Nations Environment Programme; the Special Rapporteur on human rights and the
environment

3.3. Sources: soft law and decisions by treaty bodies

3.4. A sample of treaties: UN Framework Conventions; Vienna Convention and Montreal Protocol; CITES
Convention; Ramsar Convention

Constitutional law

4.1. The environment as an object of legal protection by national constitutions
4.2. The environment as a fundamental right

4.3. Fundamental rights and the environment

Administrative law: an overview

5.1. Environmental impact assessment

5.2. Ecological damage reparation

5.3. Access to information
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6. Criminal law
6.1. Ecocide: the proposal for a new international crime
6.2. Environmental crimes in the European Union Law
6.3. Environmental crimes in national law
7. Access to courts: actio popularis?
8. A case-study: climate change litigation
8.1. The Bundes-Klimaschutzgesetz case (Germany, 2021)
8.2. The L’Affaire du Siecle case (France, 2021)
8.3. The Climate Ireland case (Ireland, 2020)
8.4. The Heathrow Airport case (UK, 2020)
8.5. The Urgenda case (Netherlands, 2019)
8.6. The Rocky Hills case (Australia, 2019)
8.7. The Asghar Leghari case (Pakistan, 2015)
8.8. The Klimaatzaak case (Belgium, 2015)

Demonstration of the coherence of the syllabus contents with the objectives of the course

The definition of these contents, within the vast topics encompassed in international, EU and domestic environmental
law, aims to provide students with an introductory overview and general knowledge on environmental law, its basic
rules and structure, with an incursion into the specific topic of climate change.

Teaching methodologies/Evaluation

Classes will include critical analysis of texts, case-law, and resolution of problems.

Student participation is encouraged. For that purpose, specific readings will be indicated for each class. Discussion and
critical analysis of problems will be promoted in small groups of students and then discussed with the entire class. In
the final part of the semester, students will choose the case-law they wish to analyse in detail on the topic of climate
change.

Evaluation comprises the following features:
case law comments and solving problems in class;
individual oral presentation of case-law;
a written test at the end of semester.

Students who obtain a grade equal to or higher than 10 points are approved. Students who do not obtain such grade
are admitted to a written exam.

Demonstration of the coherence of the methods with the learning goals of the course

The teaching method enables students to acquire and consolidate theoretical and practical knowledge about
structuring aspects of environmental law.

Collaborative work in problem solving and the oral presentation on case-law create to opportunity to develop relevant
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skills.
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