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Globalisation and international protection of Human rights 

Definition of globalisation: a multidimensional phenomenon. Study of the notion of 

globalisation from different perspective: sociological, economical, political, industrial and 

finally from a law perspective. It is revealing of new elements phenomenon: new markets, 

new actors, new rules, new instruments of faster and cheaper communication. Globalisation 

as a set of shocks, of challenges and of fears:  Human, commercial, Industrial, financial, 

technological shocks. 

Raise of new problems from globalisation: questions raised by globalisation, Relations 

between economy and Human rights; The Human Right’s place in the globalisation 

phenomenon. 

Globalisation and the notions of unity and diversity. Does globalisation constraint to 

standardisation or is there still place for the diversity? Should we aim to have the same rights 

all over the world ? Or is tolerance to what is different, a value superior than the aim of 

insuring the “minimum standard” of the ECHR for example to all human beings despite 

different cultures? Globalisation and the controversial universality of the rights. 

Globalisation and international protection of human rights: failure of the institution of an 

effective international system of protection of human rights; Reasons of failure: universality 

confronted with pluralism of the cultures; the weakness of the international law: principle: the 

will of the state, the exception: the jus cogens. 

Embryo of an international protection of human rights; The Charter of the United Nations; the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights; The international Covenants (1966): their juridical 

strength, their content and their mechanism of control. 

The embryo of international justice: Permanent Court of International Justice, International 

Court of justice, Special international criminal courts: criminal courts ad hoc (TPIY, TPIR) 

and internationalised courts: the Special Court for the Sierra Leone; the High Iraqi criminal 

court ; the extraordinary Chambers in the Cambodian jurisdictions ; the special court for the 

Lebanon. 
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