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European and International Energy Law 

 

Intensive Course (November 2020) – Syllabus 

 

I. Energy law and the transition of energy supply systems – the political and legal 

backgrounds 

1. The international law on climate change and its relevance for energy law 

2. Single market and environmental protection in the law of the European Union: 

Reconciling conflicts in EU energy law  

II. International energy law: The current state of climate change law and its 

obligations for the international community 

1. The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

2. The Paris Agreement 

III. EU energy law: A major single market project 

1. The single market in energy: An EU target for more than 20 years 

a. Primary law: Market freedoms and state aid law 

b. Secondary legislation 

2. The Treaty of Lisbon and the introduction of Art. 194 TFEU 

3. The European Energy Union 

a. Political goals 

b. Legislative acts 

4. Energy law and the European Green Deal: Towards a “climate-neutral” energy 

system? 
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IV. EU energy law and national energy supply: The reconstruction of the national 

energy law systems 

1. The challenges: security of supply, environmental protection, single market, 

affordability 

2. Main areas of conflict 

a. The general structures of energy supply in the Member States 

b. The integration of renewable energies and national support 

schemes 

c. Grid extension and sustainability 

d. Flexibility and IT-based solutions  

V. Investments in energy supply systems in times of transition 

1. The EU legal framework and the role of state aid law 

2. International energy investment law: The Energy Charter Treaty 

3. EU external relations in the field of energy law 

VI. Conclusions 
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