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Curriculum vitae 
 
HALPÉRIN, Jean-Louis 
Born on the 30th of October 1960 in Paris, French Nationality 
 
Married, three children (1993, 1995 and 2002) 
 
Actual position: 
Professor (exceptional class) at the École Normale Supérieure (Paris) 
Member of the Institut Universitaire de France (2013-2018) 
Director of the “Unité mixte de recherche 7074 – Centre for Legal Theory and Analysis” (CNRS-
University Paris X-ENS and EHESS) 
 
Formation and degrees: 
Baccalauréat, section C, mention “ très bien ”, 1977 
Classed first for the competition to the entrance in the École Normale Supérieure (Ulm), 1979 
Student in the E.N.S. from 1979 to 1982; Military duty in the French Navy, 1982-1983 
Degrees in history: Bachelor of Arts (Licence ès lettres), University Paris IV, 1980; Master in history, 
mention “ très bien ”, University Paris IV, 1981 ; Degree of specialized studies “ Histoire et 
civilisation de l’Antiquité ” (Ancient History), University Paris IV, 1982 ; Degree of the Ecole 
Pratique des Hautes Études, IVth section, 1984 
Degrees in Law: Bachelor in Law (Licence en droit), University Paris I, 1981; Master in public Law, 
University Paris II, 1982; Master in legal history, University Paris II, 1982; State Doctorate (Ph. D.), 
mention “ très honorable ”, University Paris II, 1985, thesis price from University Paris II 

Teaching functions : 
1983-1986 Assistant at the University Paris II 
1986-1988 Lecturer (Maître de conférences) at the University Paris II 
1986-1989 Lecturer at the Institut d’Études Politiques, Paris 
1988  Agrégé d’histoire du droit, nominated professor at the University Lyon III 1988-1998, then 
professor at the University of Burgundy 1998-2003, dean of the Law Faculty 2000-2003 
1994 Elected junior member of the Institut Universitaire de France 
Law professor at the Ecole normale supérieure since september 2003 
Elected senior member of the Institut Univesitaire de France (October 2013) 
 
Missions and stays abroad : 
1996 German-French Summer Academy in La Rochelle (teaching about European Law) organized by 
the Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes 
1997-2000 courses in Lausanne about consumer Law 
1998 First visit to Japan for a congress in Fukuoka (Hundred Years of the Japanese Code) and 
conferences in the universities of Tokyo and Nagoya 
July 2001 Research stay in Münster thanks to the Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst 
February 2002 Lectures at the University of Lancaster (Erasmus-Socrates program) 
2000-2004 Conferences in Münster (about cooperative companies), Berlin (about the German edition 
of the Code Napoléon), Frankfurt (about legal history in the academic life today); in Bologna (about 
the history of business lawyers in France), Padova (about economic offences in the French penal Code 
of 1810); in Bonn, Frankfurt, Münster, Lisbon, Porto, Turin about Two Hundred Years of the French 
Civil Code. 
April 2005 Second Visit in Japan: conferences in Tokyo, Nagoya and Niigata, participation in the 
Congress of Japanese legal historians. 
February 2007: Third visit to Japan, courses and conferences at Nagoya and Tokyo 
April 2008: First visit to India, lectures at Jawaharlal Nehru University and at the Asiatic Society 
(Kolkata), comparisons between Indian and French Law, Impact of International Law upon French 



 2 

Law 
June and December 2008 Participations in Congresses in Jerusalem and Birzeit (Palestine) 
April 2009 Lecture at Cornell Law School about custom 
2010 Fourth visit to Japan, courses and conferences in Nagoya and Tokyo; Visit to Chile 

(School Michel Foucault with the University of Chile)                          
 2011 Second visit to India, conferences in New Delhi University   
 2012 Fifth visit to Japan, conferences in Kyoto, Tokyo and Nagoya   
 2013 Symposium of the Max Planck Institute at Francfort, Conference in Amsterdam for the 
Paul Scholten Project          
 2014 Conference in Brussels (Centre Perelman de philosophie du droit), Sixth visit to Japan, 
conferences in Tokyo and Nagoya        
 2015 Seventh visit to Japan (conference in Tokyo), research investigations in French New 
Caledonia, Peter Chiene lecture at Glasgow University, symposium at Trento IV Congessi Nazionale 
Società Italiana per la Ricerca nel diritto comparato  

Administrative functions and research functions: 
1998-1991 Director of the two first years program in law in University Lyon III  
2000-2001 Member of the official commission (Ministry of Education) about legal education 
2000-2003 Dean of the Law Faculty in Dijon 
2004 Chairman of the scientific commission for the exhibition celebrating two hundred years of the 
French Civil Code 
2005-2007 Member of the Section 03 of the National Council of Universities 
2006-2010 Director of the social sciences department of the ENS (including sociology, economics and 
political science)          
 2008-2012 Member of the 36th section of the National Comity of the Centre National for 
Scientific Research          
 2010-2014 Member of the Scientific Council of the Mission de recherche Droit et Justice  

 
Director of the “Centre of Legal Theory and Analysis” (UMR 7074 CNRS – University Paris Ouest – 
Ecole Normale Supérieure) since 2015 
Member of the Scientific Council of the École normale supérieure since 2011 
 
 
Director of the redaction board of the electronic review Clio @ Thémis since 2009 
Member of the Société de Législation comparée and of the European Society for Comparative Legal 
History 
Expert for evaluation of research projects in Italy and in Belgium 
 
Publications: (www.sciences-sociales.ens.fr)  
 
13 books (12 in French, one in English)  
11 directions of collective works 
175 articles and contributions to collective volumes (among them 88 articles since 2016, and among 
these 88 papers, 18 written in English) 
 
One MOOC (on Coursera) with Florian Couveinhes, Droit comparé et droit international, regards 
croisés (2015) 
 

       

  
 


